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within the life of a community that change from 
year to year.

For example, if the economy suddenly goes into 
a recession (as recently experienced from 2008 
to 2009), the resulting effect could be a signifi-
cant reduction in the City’s sales tax base, which 
would result in the likely need to cut programs 
and services.  This would affect not only existing 
services, but planned capital improvement proj-
ects as well.  City Council and Staff, therefore, 
continue to use this document as a guide and a 
vision of what the City’s Parks and Recreation 
program could be in the future, as well as, a 
plan to make that happen based upon available 
resources at any given time.

The City’s Parks and Recreation program has 
become the focal point for the leisure needs of 
many of the City’s residents.  Many residents 
have come to depend on the variety of classes, 
wellness offerings, programs, parks, trails, and 
open spaces that the City offers to fulfill their 
desires and needs for recreation, fitness, culture, 
and the environment.  The City recognizes this 
responsibility and is pleased to accommodate 
these needs where possible.  Following will be 
a description of criteria upon which this docu-
ment will be based.

ESTABLISHING STANDARDS
In the past, many parks and recreation mas-
ter plans have used standards that were pub-
lished by the National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA).  Although these standards 
provided a valuable tool for making compari-
sons between municipalities on a national scale, 
the demographics from city to city, county to 
county, and state to state are often significantly 
different.  Needs and desires of the community 
will also vary in part due to climate, regional 
interests, and natural amenities.  Several years 
ago the NRPA Board of Directors also recog-
nized this fact and as a result has dropped its list 
of recommended standards and replaced those 
with guideline formulas.  In 2004, Westminster 
changed the criteria that was used to establish 

VISION STATEMENT
The City of Westminster, Colorado, started a 
small Parks and Recreation Department in 1972.   
From modest beginnings to now, the depart-
ment has grown and expanded significantly 
over the years.  In 1975, the City opened its first 
recreation center (the Swim and Fitness Center).  
That center soon became the focal point of the 
community.  In the ‘70s and early ‘80s, the City 
began to annex land to the north and west, and, 
as a result, the geographical focus of Westminster 
shifted from Westminster’s southern border to 
the area around the then fledgling Westminster 
Mall to the north.  In 1986, the City opened the 
doors to City Park Recreation Center located at 
105th Avenue and Sheridan Boulevard, which, 
at 64,000 square feet, became one of the forerun-
ners to the “mega” recreation/leisure centers 
now being built in the United States.  In 1991, the 
City was awarded the National Recreation and 
Parks Association’s (NRPA’s) National Gold 
Medal for Excellence in Parks and Recreation 
Administration.  In 1999, the department won 
the Gold Medal for the second time, and in 2007 
the City was awarded its third National Gold 
Medal Award.  This award is the most coveted 
in the parks and recreation profession, and rep-
resents the pinnacle of success that the depart-
ment has reached since its inception.  Having 
been awarded the Gold Medal three times in 
16 years shows the quality and consistency the 
department has maintained over several years.  
The department has built its success on serving 
the needs of its residents and guests, while keep-
ing up with changing trends and user patterns.  
Customer service, employee empowerment, and 
innovative applications have been the mainstays 
of the department’s mission since the ‘90s.  The 
new millennium brings a renewed SPIRIT to the 
City’s corporate culture.  The SPIRIT acronym 
being “Service, Pride, Integrity, Responsibility, 
Innovation and Teamwork.”

It would be naive and presumptuous to think 
any master plan done now would be or should 
be strictly adhered to in five or even ten years.  
There are too many unknown circumstances 
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CLASSIFICATION

	 Library/Special Use

SIZE OF FACILITY

	 76,000 square feet

CONSTRUCTION DATE

	 1998

RENOVATION history

	 None		

POTENTIAL FUTURE DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

	 None at this time

FUTURE REPLACEMENT NEEDS
 Computer hardware and software updates as needed 
	 n	 Furniture, fixtures and equipment as needed
	 n	 Automated checkout machine replacement as needed
	 n	 Install radio-frequency identification (RFID) to library materials, including altering countertops
		  if necessary

DESIRED MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE	

	 * 	�Building and grounds maintained by Front Range Community College.

Existing Facility - Central Community Area

COLLEGE HILL LIBRARY 3705 W. 112th Avenue

FRP-34
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CLASSIFICATION

	 Library/Special Use

SIZE OF FACILITY

	 15,000 square feet

CONSTRUCTION DATE

	 2004

RENOVATION history

	 None		

POTENTIAL FUTURE DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

	 None at this time

FUTURE REPLACEMENT NEEDS
	 n	 Computer hardware and software updates as needed 
	 n	 Furniture, fixtures and equipment as needed
	 n	 Automated checkout machine replacement as needed

DESIRED MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE	

	 n	 Upgrade the HVAC software system as neccessary
		  (estimate 5 years)
	 n	 Paint and touch up rooms as needed (estimate 2-3 years)
	 n	 Repaint exterior as needed (estimate 10 years)	
	 n	 �Replace windows, glazing and seals as necessary	
	 	 Install radio-frequency identification (RFID) to library 
		  materials, including altering countertops if necessary

Existing Facility - Southeast Community Area

IRVING STREET LIBRARY 7392 Irving Street

FRP-36
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Existing Facility - Southeast Community Area

IRVING STREET LIBRARY

7392 Irving Street
Facility Amenities
Children’s Library
77,464 Books in Collection (2009)
Meeting Room
Outdoor Reading Area
Restroom Facility
Park
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Parking
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Shelter
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Existing Trails

WESTMINSTER TRAILS MAP

TOS-20

Trails Program
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CC-1

PUBLIC INPUT
Two facilitated public meetings, comment cards at all recreation facilities and City Hall, and an e-
comment card on the city’s web site were provided for citizen input and feedback on the future of city 
parks, recreation facilities, and recreation programming.

8 Citizens attended public meetings
28 Comment cards were returned 
65 Electronic comments were received

PARKS COMMENTS
Develop Walnut Grove Park. (3 citizens)

Acquire land and build a park at the corner of Countryside Drive and Simms Street.

The city is doing trash pick up at Wolff Run and Squires Parks in a timely manner. Please keep this 
service. 

When are the tennis courts and basketball court at Wolff Run are scheduled to be resurfaced. I was told 
to use other parks (Westy Hills), and while that is an option, Wolff Run will deteriorate if some of the 
facilities (courts) are not maintained. 

Add tennis courts somewhere north of 120th. There are ample new baseball fields in our neighborhood 
parks, but no tennis courts. (2 residents)

Separate and designate frisbee and soccer uses at Oakhurst Park, or add a frisbee area elsewhere. 

The trees along the path at Oakhurst Park II are wildlife habitat, and shade for users, but many are 
damaged or dying. Add new trees to this area.

Develop a “showcase” park / teaching garden demonstrating low-impact design and xeriscape to the 
community. 

Cut weeds and native grasses in field adjacent to Ryan Park.

Increase maintenance on the south part of Ryan Park.  The field of poor hay is a fire hazard.  In 2010 
plow and spray weeds then cover with rock. In 2011 install water lines and mow current plants. In 2012 
more grass, plants and trees established.

Add fitness stations along trail system.

Leave some sanolets in place during the winter.

Allow swimming and associated amenities at Standley Lake. (2 residents)

Replace trees that died south of Christopher Fields.

Fix underpass at Church Ranch to prevent flooding on the trail.

Finish Little Dry Creek Trail on 69th-70th.  200 Yards is rocky, rutted and impassable.

Use reclaimed water in south Westminster.

Maintain existing parks and facilities before building new ones.   

Repair Countryside tennis courts ( in disrepair for 9 years).   
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Citizen Comments

Rethink building new amenities before fixing the existing one.

Cooperate with Sheridan Green school to replace playground equipment or build a new playground at 
Stratford Park and include a toddler area. (7 residents)

Add tennis courts at City Park.

Build real restrooms at bigger parks starting with the soccer fields.  Broomfield has them.

More outdoor basketball courts.  Lots of attention to soccer areas but little attention to basketball courts.

Install wind energy structures in open space and parks supplying most/all community electricity.

Fenced dog parks on edge of resident developments to interface with open space providing a barrier to 
prairie dog movement.

Tougher restrictions on dogs off leash in parks.

Signage at parks to restrict dogs.

Raise fees for dog owners with more than one dog.

Improve existing parks before adding more new parks.

Pave parking lot at Standley Lake Regional Park.
Build playground at city park to be used at concerts, soccer games, etc. (4 residents)

Build tennis courts in northeast side of city.

Install more bathrooms at the parks. Many parks have no bathrooms or sanolets, which are only avail-
able May-September. The parks are used much more than that!  (3 residents)

Repair tennis courts at Countryside Pool or turn one of the tennis courts into a second basketball court.

Add recycling bins at parks for shelter rentals and general park use.

FACILITIES COMMENTS
20 Badminton players want more badminton sessions and courts at City Park Recreation Center.

Staff at the MAC is efficient, personable, serve the city well, fiscally responsible and provide friendly 
and sensitive customer service.

Add a rec center for northeast Westminster.  The private gym in this area is packed. I prefer to use a rec 
center and support the city. Consider a joint-use agreement with Paul Derda or the City of Broomfield 
for those in the northeast area.

Create an all-access pass for Westminster residents to use all city facilities. (2 citizens)

I am impressed with Parks and Recreation. The Fitness Center and City Park Recreation Centers have 
been well maintained. Staff at the rec centers and youth sports are friendly and very helpful. I would 
like to see funds spent on continued maintenance of these existing facilities. 

I love the new video spinner bikes.  Well done! (SFC, MAC)

Add updated tvs and equipment at the MAC.  If this facility would be updated, more people would use 
it.  Why don’t the seniors here get better equipment? At City Park Fitness Center, the tv’s and equip-
ment are newer and better maintained.
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Add the adductor 13 and abductor 14 at the Irving Rec. Center for a complete leg workout.(SFC, MAC)

Add a “spin dry” machine for swim suits at the Swim Fit Center.

Designate wet/dry areas in locker rooms to reduce water on the floor in the dressing area. 

Add a “lazy river” at City Park pool.

Build indoor track at City Park facilities.

Have punch cards and passes good at all facilities.

Provide equipment at centers for disabled persons such as a private dressing/shower area for families, a 
lift for pool placement or wheel chair ramp, recumbent wheel chair bike equipment, etc. 

Build pool in north east side of the City.

RECREATION PROGRAM COMMENTS
Expand after school programs at Adams County School District #50 in conjunction with Hyland Hills

Simplify admission to fitness classes and facility – some classes included, some not; punch card at fit-
ness center not good at pool.

Offer the disabled citizens access to fitness activity such as a water aerobics class for them and their 
care assistants.

OPEN SPACE COMMENTS
Concerned about open space at 100th on the west side of Sheridan.  Debris from the abandoned mcstain 
project is dangerous and an eyesore.

Continue to reclaim and re-vegetate open space land through prairie dog management.

Better weed control in open spaces.

TRAILS COMMENTS
I enjoy the extensive trail system.  Suggest that you have done too well in paving paths.  A softer walk-
ing surface would be much appreciated.

26 Residents of Green Knolls would like trail connections and sidewalks to enable them to safely walk 
or ride bikes to other trails, along Old Wadsworth and to Walnut Creek Shopping Center. (26 residents)

Install bicycle path connecting Standley Lake to Federal Heights -allow bicycle traffic along the Farm-
ers High Line Canal through the Hyland Hills Golf Course. This would allow bicycle traffic from the 
Standley lake area to connect to the Niver Creek path via 96th Avenue and eventually to the Platte 
River bike path, without using 92nd Avenue or 104th Avenue. 

Complete a continuous bike trail around Standley Lake. (3 residents)

Build a safe trail connection between Westminster Hills Open Space and Standley Lake.  Need a safe 
bike entrance to Standley Lake.  There are no trails or sidewalks at the entrance at 100th and Simms. (2 
Residents)

Need more safe bike paths and trail connections in City Center area.
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Citizen Comments

Sanolets along trails and open space all year. 

No more concrete trails.

Complete Walnut Creek Trail from Simms to Walnut Creek shopping area.

There are no trails, parks or open space near me near 86th Ave & Federal Boulevard.

Work with other municipalities to link trail systems both existing or planned(i.e., Broomfield, Rocky 
Flats). 

Build trail access to the mower reservoir through the forestry operations connecting to the Standley 
Lake trail system. 

Install access to mower reservoir from the west on Indiana Street via trailhead/parking. 

I would also like to see the “proposed” section of greenbelt that would connect Countryside neighbor-
hood (108th/Wads) to the Dry Creek Open Space completed. 

GENERAL COMMENTS
Appreciates good relationship with Hyland Hills.

Maintain quality of life in south Westminster.

Get fast tracks moving in south Westminster.

Best parks and recreation department in Adams County.

I love the plan for City Park pool and can’t wait for it to open! Westminster is the nicest city I have ever 
lived in. I love the community here, the open space, and the emphasis put on keeping current and com-
petitive with other, newer areas. Keep it up!
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•	 Citywide Parks:  The City meets desired 
levels of service beyond buildout and no further 
acquisitions are necessary unless a key parcel at 
the corner of 104th Avenue & Sheridan Boulevard 
comes available to add to the preservation of land 
at Westminster City Park. 

•	 Regional Parks:  The City meets the desired 
levels of service in this land category. The possi-
bility exists that some of the land at Standley Lake 
Regional Park may be converted to open space 
during this five year planning period; however, 
the conversion of parkland to open space will not 
effect meeting the land requirement for this plan-
ning category. 

•	 Open Space:  The City currently meets sug-
gested national levels of service in this land cat-
egory. However the Open Space Advisory Board 
recommends a goal of 15%, which is significantly 
greater than the suggested NRPA Guidelines. The 
Community Development Department’s acquisi-
tion accomplishments are now close to 13% of all 
the land area in the City. This goal will continue to 
be pursued. 

•	 Trails:  There are approximately 74 miles of 
designated trails within the City, with another 9.5 
miles of trails within street right-of-way. All main 
trail corridors, with the exception of Walnut Creek 
and a small section of the Farmers’ High Line 
Canal Trail crossing at Wadsworth Parkway, are 
now complete. City Staff will continue to evalu-
ate opportunities to complete those major links 
as well as making secondary connections to main 
trail corridors from residential communities. 

•	 Special Use / Golf Course:  The City complet-
ed it’s first Special Use Park (Westminster Center 
Park) in 2009. In the next 5-10 years it is anticipat-
ed that certain sections of Little Dry Creek Park 
will be re-classified to the Special Use category. 
Dog Parks have been added to this category with 
at least one new park planned on the Little Dry 
Creek corridor. Staff will continue to evaluate 
potential options for placement of dog parks or 
other special use amenities, including community 
gardens, as needs arise and as funding and poten-
tial locations present themselves.

CONCLUSION / SUMMARY
Following is a list of recommendations that are a 
result of developing this Plan.

Park Development / Land Acquisition Needs: 
Following is a major needs summary for each 
park and facility classification.

•	 Neighborhood Parks:  The City meets sug-
gested land acquisition needs in this category. 
However there are areas such as locations in the 
southeast community area that could support 
justification for additional park land purchases. 
These will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 

The City still has a few undeveloped neighbor-
hood park parcels that are recommended to be 
developed as noted in the Community Service 
Area Recommendations. Staff still advocates 
not acquiring neighborhood park parcels unless 
they are a minimum of five acres or more unless 
unique circumstances justify such an acquisition. 
The cost to mobilize a maintenance crew for a 
park of less than five acres is not cost effective. 

•	 Community Parks:  Based on suggested levels 
of service, the City is deficient approximately 74 
acres in the community park category. However 
two new community parks have been developed 
over the last five years adding a total of approxi-
mately 43 acres of developed community parks. 
In addition, this report recommends converting 
the 20+/- acres of the undeveloped Weatherstone 
City property to community park status. 

The possibility of acquiring approximately 18 
acres for a community park in the West Commu-
nity Area (the Bonnie Stewart property) is current-
ly being pursued and may be concluded within 
the next 2-3 years. 

It is also anticipated that a land dedication re-
quirement of 30-40 acres will be made to the City 
as a result of future plans to develop the Pillar of 
Fire property. These additions coupled with the 
approved master plan for Little Dry Creek Park 
of approximately 80 acres allows the City to meet 
the community park land requirement recommen-
dations. No further acquisitions will be necessary 
in this service category. 

CONCLUSION
Conclusion / Summary



undeveloped neighborhood parks (Maulis, Coun-
tryside II) to open space.

•	 Renovation and Further Development of 
Existing Parks:  This has been identified as a top 
priority in the Master Plan.  Substantial Capital 
Improvement funds will be allocated in the Five-
Year C.I.P. in the City’s biennial budget.  In many 
cases, the renovation of existing parks will take 
precedence over new park development.

•	 Sports Fields:  See the Sports Fields recom-
mendations on page CS-4.

•	 Maintenance and Upkeep:  Maintenance and 
upkeep of all parks and facilities will be another 
top priority and will be addressed in the City’s 
biennial budget.

•	 Additional Park Amenities:  An extensive list 
of desired park amenities has been developed (see 
level of service comparisons this section).  These 
items, such as play equipment, court games, pic-
nic pavilions, outdoor swimming pools, etc., will 
be addressed in master planning for new parks 
and further developing existing parks.  Funding 
for these items will be reflected in the Five-Year 
C.I.P. in the biennial budget.

•	 Recreation Programs:  Programs will be evalu-
ated based on service demand and revenue re-
covery as outlined in the Facilities and Recreation 
Programs Section.

•	 Accelerated Park Development:  As noted 
earlier in the summary sections of this report, 
there are approximately 5 major park develop-
ment, park expansion or facility expansion proj-
ects listed in this plan. Priority for development of 
the areas will be determined in the five year C.I.P. 
Section of the City’s Biennial Budget. 

•	 Joint Ventures:  Due to cuts in the City’s Capi-
tal Improvement revenue, Staff will continue to 
seek joint venture partnerships with private busi-
ness and other governmental entities to maximize 
resources and eliminate duplication.

•	 School IGA’s:  The City currently has inter-
governmental agreements with all three school 

In addition, the City currently meets the desired 
level of service in the Golf Course category. If an 
opportunity presents itself to add an additional 
9 holes to the Heritage Golf Course, which could 
enhance revenues, Staff recommends a thorough 
evaluation. The possibility of other opportunities 
for golf course development should be evaluated 
on a case by case basis.

•	 Recreation Facilities:
	Citywide Leisure Center:  No additional facili-
ties of this type are needed.  The renovation of the 
City Park Aquatics area and locker rooms have 
accomplished the needed improvements to this 
facility.
	
Community Recreation Centers:  The previous 
Master Plan (2004-2009) recommended one new 
community recreation center in the northeast 
planning area.  However since that time two new 
private fitness facilities have been built in this 
community area negating the need for the City 
to provide an additional facility.  Further recom-
mended improvements or additions to the Swim 
and Fitness Center and West View Recreation 
Center have been noted in the appropriate com-
munity area needs/recommendations.
	
Special Use Facilities:  The possible addition of a 
cultural resource center focusing on mature adult 
needs and library services could be evaluated at 
the former site of the proposed Northeast Com-
munity Recreation Center mentioned above.  A 
similar facility could be evaluated for the West 
View Recreation Center campus.
	
Adult Resource Center: The concept of combining 
mature adult, cultural and intellectual needs are 
explained above.  City Staff feels that this special 
age category will continue to grow and demand 
customized services in the future.  Opportunities 
to meet this user groups needs should be evalu-
ated on a case by case basis.

•	 Undeveloped Parks:  There are currently four 
undeveloped parks in the City down from ten 
noted in the 2004-2009 Master Plan.  Four signifi-
cant parks have been developed along with addi-
tions to City Park, Faversham, Ryan and Standley 
Lake. This plan also recommends converting two 

CS-2

2010 to 2014
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districts within the City.  This allows the City to 
utilize school gymnasiums for certain City pro-
grams as well as classrooms for the City’s after 
school program.  The City has contributed funds 
to improve the gyms at Arapahoe Elementary 
School and Crown Pointe Charter Academy. These 
arrangements allow the City guaranteed use of 
those facilities where City programs cannot be 
“bumped” for school activities.  
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BASEBALL/SOFTBALL/LITTLE LEAGUE ASSUMPTIONS
Game Fields
Adult Regulation Fields - (300-ft fence) [Christopher Fields].
•	 The City currently has 6 game fields (Adult Regulation Fields - 300-ft fence) and accommodates 168 
games per week (5 days/week, 4 games per field, plus 8 games per field on Sundays) for the for the estimat-
ed 2,600 players in the City’s adult leagues.
•	 Another 4 fields are desired to accommodate 280 games per week.

Little League - (200-ft fence, dugouts, skinned infield) [Bishop Square, Skyline Vista, Countryside, 
Tepper Fields].
•	 The City currently has 18 game fields (Youth Regulation Fields - 200-ft fence) and has exceeded the de-
sired number of fields to accommodate 2,592 players for league and tournament play (1 per 96 players).
 
Non-regulation Community Ball Fields
Community Use Fields (with backstop & infield)
•	 The City currently has 13 fields and currently meets the demands to accommodate the non-regulation 
use needs for community-based associations. Another 4 fields are desired to meet anticipated demand based 
on future growth estimates. 

SOCCER ASSUMPTIONS
Assumption that the City will maintain around 2,000 players per season (Spring and Fall) for youth soccer:
 Game Fields
•	 One field per 150 players is what would be needed basing the number of players per game at 30 and the 
ability to play 5 games in a day.
•	 The City currently has 7 game fields and would need 6 more to accommodate 2,000 players [2,000 players 
divided by 150 equals approximately 13.33].

Practice Fields
•	 One field per 60 players is estimated when running 2 practices per night and the teams sharing the field 
(basing the team size 12-15 players).
•	 Four teams per night per field would accommodate 60 players.
•	 The City currently has 33 practice fields and accommodates 2,000 players. [2,000 players divided by 60 
equals approximately 33.33 fields required.]
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